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CHAPTEE   XXXIX.

1871.

OK the 5th of January, Grote again went up to London;
not, this time, to attend to any academic duty, but to go
and sign warrants for dividends at the Bank of England;
a whole list of which were received by the banking-house,
under his authority as trustee for various individuals, under
ancient relations contracted whilst a member of the firm.

I was afraid to venture forth in such weather, fearing to be
myself incapacitated for any useful end if I exposed my frail
body to the icy blasts. The next day (the 6th) I wrote to
George, regretting to be thus *' embargoed," but promising, if
weather should change, that I would join him; since he had
declared it imperative upon him to stay over the next Sunday,
in order to head a " deputation," of members of University
College, to the Duke of Argyll, about the projected Govern-
ment school of engineering science.

By a singular chance the weather changed, on the morn-
ing of the 7th of January, from rigorous frost to a mild
temperature (the one solitary fine day, be it observed, of the
whole month!). I sent down to the railway station a tele-
graphic message to my housekeeper, to announce my coming
(well aware that "Mi. Grote would be on duty somewhere), and
set off for London by the afternoon train.

Beaching Savile How about half-past six P.M., I askod,
" Is the master at home ? " " No, madam; gone out ever
since three o'clock.''

At seven o'clock George returned. " Delighted to see
nie," of course. "You have been to University College, I
presume ? " *' Yes, I have spent nearly three hours thereorian, He would not allow me to send
